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WEATHER

Temperatures averaged above normal

except for Friday and Saturday. Precipi-

tation in the form of showers and thunder-

storms occurred over the extreme south-

eastern portion of the State early in

the period with amounts locally up to

3.25 inches. Rainfall of less than a

quarter of an inch fell over the west and

north portions Thursday.

CROPS

in the Southwest, South Central and North-

east Districts. Alfalfa weevil populations

are increasing at a rapid rate and causing

much damage to the first cutting. Farmers

and ranchers are encouraged to contact

their local county extension agent on

recommended control measures to protect

stands and production.

Wild hay is in mostly good condition.

The crop condition is 76% good, 13% fair,

6% excellent, and 5% poor. Dry conditions

have slowed growth and development.

Nebraska farmers and ranchers enjoyed

nearly ideal planting conditions in most

localities and made excellent fieldwork

progress. Corn planting progressed

rapidly with winter wheat showing good

growth and development. Alfalfa is

currently in good condition despite the

invasion of the alfalfa weevil.

Winter wheat is generally in good

condition and virtually unchanged from

last week with 80% good, 11% excellent

and 9% fair. The crop has progressed well

with good stands in most areas. The stage

of development in many areas is jointed

or early boot.

Corn planting progressed rapidly last

week with most areas having ideal weather

conditions. County agents report about

30% of the corn acreage planted, compared

to 6% a year ago and 15% normal. Farmers

are very concerned about how dry the sur-

face soil is and some are holding up on

planting. A few farmers in the Central

and Southeast Districts have begun plant-

ing sorghum and soybeans.

Alfalfa hay continues to be in mostly

good condition even though many fields

have been invaded by alfalfa weevil.

County agents report the crop condition as

good in 78% of counties, fair in 16%, and

excellent in 6%. The largest infestation

of alfalfa weevils is in the Southeast

District where some extensive damage has

occurred. Weevils have also been sighted

GENERAL

Nebraska farmers and ranchers made

excellent fleldwork progress during the

survey period (April 27-May 3). Six days

were suitable for fieldwork. The main

activities were seedbed preparation,

fertilizing, buying seed, repairing

machinery, spraying herbicides and insec-

ticides.

Soil moisture supplies depleted

rapidly over the week due to prevailing

strong winds. Some areas reported wind

erosion. Topsoil moisture supplies are

now generally short with 57% of counties

short and 43% adequate. Subsoil moisture

supplies are likewise depleting with 93%

adequate and 7% short. Beneficial rains

during the week were pretty much confined

to parts of the east central and most of

the southeast districts. Most areas need

a good rain to enable planted crops to

germinate.

LIVESTOCK

Pasture and range feed supply condi-

tion has declined due to lack of precipita-

tion. County agents report feed supplies

adequate in 73% of counties and 27% short.

Livestock are in good condition. Most

cattle have been moved to summer pastures.

This year's calf crop is reported doing

well with little scour problem because of

dry conditions.

Precipitation, April 1 - May 3, 1974

NW NC NE CEN EC SW SC SE

Total past week ...........

Total since April 1 .......

Normal since April 1 ......

.00 .20 .30 .20 .20 .i0 .30 1.40

1.40 2.20 1.80 1.80 2.40 1.10 2.50 3.20

2.13 2.42 2.62 2.48 2.73 2.21 2.51 2.87
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